When is a Drug Illegal?

We all know that drugs such as heroin, methamphetamines, cocaine, and LSD are illegal and if you are caught using or possessing these drugs it can be a felony, but what about other drugs? 

If you live in the city of San Diego and have a medical doctor’s recommendation (not a prescription) for marijuana, you can have 8oz per ‘qualified’ patient or caregiver, 6 mature plants or 12 immature plants of marijuana in your position and smoke it without fear of city police arrest, but the federal law enforcement can arrest you. 
You can be in possession of less than an once of marijuana or be smoking it and usually get away with a warning or misdemeanor.  It is not illegal to buy marijuana seeds, but it is illegal to grow marijuana, use it or sell it.
If you are over the age of 21, you can legally drink alcohol.  If you are under 21, you can be arrested and charged with possession, under the influence and hit with a misdemeanor and /or fine.

If you are caught, driving and drinking you are looking at losing your license and about $1,000 to $10,000 in legal fees, getting your car back, and lost wages.
If you take a prescription drug as prescribes by a medical doctor for yourself.  You are legal.
 If you take more than the prescribed dosage, sell or give them to someone else you are in violation of the law.  Same thing goes for over the counter drugs.

If you use an herbal substance such as Salvia to get high it is not against the law.  However, if I mix eleven substances together in my home to make GHB (date rape drug or alcohol replacement drug) for my own use, it is against the law.
We live in a world where drugs are a way of life.  They influence all of us in many different ways.  Their use can cause social, emotional, and physical harm to self, family, and friends and lead to many senseless deaths.  Drugs can also relive pain and stress; treat symptoms of diseases, and save lives. The problem is that in many cases the negative effects of drugs far out way the positive, and statistically speaking drug use has a greater impact on youth than adults.  

Most parents do not think their child will ever use drugs.  The surprising fact is that your child has an 85% change of using drugs before the age of 18 and a 1% chance of dying.  Moreover, when your child does use drug your world will change forever!

What effect do drugs, legal or illegal have on you and your family?  Will your child be a victim of drug use?  Do you know the warning signs?  How do you how to stop your children from using drugs?
Please join us on October 22, 2008 at 6:30 – 8:00 at Julian High School for an eye opening presentation and discussion of youth drug use in the Julian community. 
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