The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly
 This is a short story about Dan

About six months ago, I got a call from a parent whose teenage boy was sitting in a holding cell in juvenile hall.  It seems that Dan had gone to a party without his parent’s knowledge and had too much alcohol to drink.  He was with his girl friend who was talking with another male at the party.  As you can guess, Dan got mad and called his girlfriend out.  The male she was talking with defended her actions.  A fistfight ensued where Dan, being the much bigger and stronger, put the other boy in the hospital with a broken nose and ribs, multi bruises and a brain hemorrhaging cause by excessive blows to the head.  The young man had to be put into a coma to save his life.  
Dan was a great kid, got straight A’s in school, was the star player on the football team, belonged to a number of school clubs and had just received a full scholarship to a large university.  Dan had everything going for him. 
Today Dan is awaiting sentence for manslaughter and will not be going to college.  His parents were devastated, and two lives are destroyed from drug use.
I met Dan’s parents for the first time three years ago today.  They had attended my teen substance abuse presentation at the high school.  Dan had just started high school and his parents wanted to make sure their child would not get into drugs.  They had expressed concern about the “no harm” attitude youth had toward alcohol and marijuana. 

Over time, Dan started using both alcohol and marijuana.  He like most of his friends rarely got out of control or in trouble.  They just used for fun and to relax. 
Dan’s parents knew he was using occasionally but thought Dan was smart enough to control his usage and stay out of trouble. 
Two week ago, a teen was suspended from a high school for using marijuana.  Another great kid, well behaved, gets good grades and is looked up to by students and staff.  What will be this teen’s story?
All of us have stories, some are good, some are bad, and some are ugly.  What will be your teen’s story?
Please join us on October 22, 2008 at 6:30 pm at Julian High School for the presentation “Teen Drug Use in Julian” with Fred Becker of Becker Institute Inc.
Brought to you by your Community Parent Coalition.
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