Why Julian Schools Rock!
By Suzanne (Ketcherside) Crowe

I grew up in Julian and have always felt blessed to have done so.  I think that this little town and small school has so much to offer our kids that it’s quite a unique opportunity and privilege to live and go to school here.  
There are many advantages to a small school but one of the greatest is the fact that the average class size is so small, this is astounding and virtually unknown in a public school setting.  It leads to more personalized attention for students, definitely one of the greatest tools to achieve academic success.  This is something that  most definitely won’t be found in city schools and is one of the biggest reasons that my husband and I felt it would be in the best interest of our kids to move up here from Penasquitos ( I know many  other parents who have done the same thing). The middle school there (comprised of 6th, 7th and 8th grades) was part of the Poway school district, reputed to be one of the best in the state.  However, our daughter, a 6th grader at the time had over 42 kids in each class and the entire school body was 1500, in a middle school!   When we went to the parent teacher conferences, we heard mostly about how the teachers were so overwhelmed that they couldn’t begin to get through the assigned curriculum.  Our daughter was nothing but a number there.  Contrast that to her experience here.  In Julian, she is greeted each day by Mr. Peabody, our new and absolutely wonderful Superintendent who knows the names of each student on campus and takes the time to sit and talk with them.  You’ll see him at the games (in fact sometimes announcing the games), you’ll see him at school events, rallys and even walking in the Home-coming parade.  Mr. Peabody is here to stay and here to make a difference.  All of the teachers know all of the students as well, they know their individual strengths and weaknesses and strive to work with each one to give them the individual attention that they need to reach their potential.  I love the fact that now at the High School students are offered the option of taking some classes on-line, expanding the breadth of classes that are available for them. 
Another huge advantage that Julian schools have are the great number of opportunities to get involved with various sports, clubs, plays etc.  In a larger school, there is so much competition to be a cheerleader for instance that odds are, unless you’re really, really good, a student most likely wouldn’t make the squad.  In Julian, just the opposite is true, odds are greatly weighed in your favor that you will make the squad.  Same goes for sports, band, drama, ASB, FFA, you name it and, these activities look really good on resumes for those moving on to college.  Julian schools do lack some of the variety of activities that larger schools offer, however, for those students who want a gymnastic activities for instance, those can be supplemented off the hill if need be.  With that said, more widespread activities are beginning to be offered up here.  There is now a dance program being offered after school at the High School multi-purpose room (an extension of the Ramona dance school), and there will soon be karate at the elementary school.  

As chairperson for the Community Parent Coalition (CPC)  after school program, I am happy to announce that  we will soon be offering after school enrichment programs which will encompass such things as cooking, basic auto repair, belly dancing, set design, event planning, sewing, construction,  hair design, karate, and the list goes on and on.  We are tapping into the vast well of local community talent and have volunteers coming in to the school to teach for a one and a half hour time slot students whatever their speciality is.  If you are interested in participating and/or have a special talent that you would like to share with the kids, please contact Suzanne Crowe at 765-0445 and let me know, we welcome your participation.   This will be another opportunity for kids of the community to be exposed to and participate in a variety of activities.  Speaking of CPC, for those of you who may not be aware of what this exactly is, it is merely a group of parents and community members who have joined together to create programs and discuss issues that positively support the schools and community.  It is intended to bring community and schools together to create a greater bond and more support for the kids.  It is wide open to anyone who would like to be involved and the group hopes to have more people become part of this effort.  They meet on the second Wednesday of each month at the High School at 6 p.m.  Again, even if you’re just curious and want to come find out more about the plans that they have, please come, it doesn’t matter if you have kids in the school or not,  or if you have elementary school kids, it is intended to include everyone, we are all a part of this small town family we call Julian.
As I am rambling on I will make my third and final point.  We are a family up here, I really believe that and I think being so allows us as individuals to be just that, individuals.  This is reflected in the school as well.  Julian schools aren’t perfect, there are still some clicks and some kids meanly teasing others but by and large it is nothing like it is in the city.  In the city you have a lot of peer pressure to look just right, act just right and if you don’t have a lot of money then you are looked down upon.  You are an outcast if you are overweight, of a different color, not as smart as other kids, and you can fill in the blanks for anything else that kids can come up with to put others down.  In Julian, the kids are much more accepting of each other (I think mostly because with such a small student body they can’t afford to be picky) and it’s okay not to be the same as everyone else. I believe this freedom creates more secure individuals and this has been proven time and again in the success that so many of the alumni have achieved in their lives.  
The JHS alumni (by the way the CPC also intends to start an alumni association) is made up of thousands of individuals who have achieved great things in their lives.  Many of them didn’t go to college, went to trade schools or just started their own business to become tremendously successful.  Many did go on to college to such prestigious schools as MIT, USC, etc.  Either route, Julian schools offer a track for students that  are college bound and a track for a more vocationally directed education.  Many city schools don’t offer this option. 

 Because of the small student body, when problems do arise, they are quickly spotted and dealt with immediately, this again is a huge benefit of small schools.  I’m glad my kids go to a school where I don’t have to worry about lockdowns or someone abducting them, where I know they will get a quality education, greater opportunity, a safety network of parents and community to support them  and mostly as in the show Cheers  a place “where everybody knows your name”.

