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By Robin Boland, Community Parent Coalition

“Kids today.”  It’s a common saying and it can mean so many different things to so many different people.  Let’s face it most of the time it is not meant in a positive way.  Let’s take a look at kids today:

· They are extremely advanced academically. I cannot keep up with my son’s algebra II homework.

· They have technology down to a “T.”  It wasn’t until recently that any time I needed to add a contact to my cell phone that I could do it without my 13 year old daughters’ help.

· They volunteer in the community.  The Community Service Club at the High School does great things. Blood Drives, Holiday Gifts, Pet walks.  All kinds of positive influences going on there.

· They stand together as a group. They realize in our community that really, in day to day life they only have each other. Forgiveness runs abundant in our town.

· It has been seen recently when one made a great mistake, he stood up in front of the entire student body at an assembly and took responsibility for that mistake and apologized to the entire school.  

· They enjoy simple pleasures.  Did you see the joy on the kids faces at the Homecoming Parade?  They were silly, they were funny, they were spirited. They showed their youth on this day. They showed appreciation for being able to be kids and show off their hard work on their floats, their friends and their pride!

It is our responsibility, yours and mine to remind them daily that they are great. Remind them daily that great things await them. Remind them daily that they have something valuable to offer this town, their peers and the world.   We each need to take a moment everyday to lift the spirits of a child. It is our job to take an interest in their success.  If not you, then who?

Some of our kids need it more than others. Some need to be reminded that the words they use matter.  Some need to be reminded that how they make others feel is important, be it negative or positive. They need to know that words can hurt.  It is our responsibility, yours and mine to teach them to use kinds words when it comes to those around them.  It’s also important to note that character building does not stop at Jr. High.  Our high school kids need to hear this information too.  They are maturing and they are developing who they will be for the rest of their lives.   If not you, then who?

As a member of the Community Parent Coalition, I stand up and I say, it will be ME.  I will do my best daily to say something positive, do something positive.  You need not be a member of the Community Parent Coalition to make this part of your daily life.  These kids walk the sidewalks of your town, in front of your businesses and in your neighborhoods.  It is our responsibility, yours and mine to make our community, our kids the best they can be.

If not you . . . then who?

